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HUMAN CONDITION
In the novel Do Androids Dream of Electric sheep, one major theme is that of the human condition, and this is displayed in a dystopian futuristic community. The work depicts the flaws and failures in an imaginative society, and provocatively explores speculative science fiction that directly touches on the human condition. The story intimately depicts a representation of the dystopian science-fiction as a literary sub-genre. The main question would be what it means to be human because, in a more advanced society where the idea of what is real and what is unreal has a blurred distinction. An example is the theme of life vs. un-life. This paper aims to address what it means to be human and, more specifically, the aspects of the human condition that dictates what it means to be living or non-living in a more advanced society.
The characters in the novel each represent a different version of humanity, and empathy is the main idea that holds the meaning of life in the story. Each character has to deal with what it means to be empathetic and whether empathy allows someone to be valued as a living thing. Deckard uses empathy tests such as the Voight-Kampff test that aims to differentiate living and non-living things such as humans and androids. The belief that empathy is humanity’s defining factor is complicated because androids can also feel empathy for each other. When Rick interrogates Luba Luft to determine whether she is an android, he says that an android doesn’t care what happens to another android, that this is one of the indications they look for (Dick, 2018). Ironically, Rick says this because it is untrue, yet so many people believe it; later on, Rick gets to change his attitude towards artificial life forms after witnessing how they are similar and perhaps even better than humans.
 Throughout the novel, human beings are considered as the only constructs that are capable of empathetic role-taking capabilities. However, this is paradoxical because some human beings are cold and short with each other. Isidore says that one has to be with other people in order to live at all, which shows that even without the empathy test, humans tend to reveal themselves through their mutual need for other living creatures. To be human and hence to be alive is to depend on other people, and this proves that the human condition is not absolute as androids are also alive as unique forms of life. Human nature plays a significant role in what we perceive as being human or living, but from the novel, it is clear that people need to have a broader view of what it means to be alive. In a more advanced society where survival is closely linked to empathetic role-taking capabilities, being alive should be seen in a whole new light (Finn, 2018). Android or any other form of life can be considered alive if they experience the world in more or less the same way as humans do. The human condition is not an absolute concept that is fixed. Empathy as an aspect of human nature is not the only distinguishing part of being human because other forms of life would have their nature as well as maybe exhibit empathetic role-taking capabilities amongst themselves.
Moreover, in the novel, human beings are insecure about their condition; hence they believe that they are human by eliminating the almost human. Rick, at one point, asks himself if androids dream, and this reflects the book's fundamental philosophical question in relation to the human condition. What traits and qualities make one human? (Altınoluk, 2020). Some androids that Rick is sent to kill, such as Roy Baty, seem to have dreams just as Rick does: dreams for a better life, among others. It raises the debate over the value of life and humanity because the line between real and artificial are blurred. Humans achieve common identity by killing the androids to prove that humans are more alive, but this is because androids appear as a threat to human beings. Advanced technology, which is a human invention, appears as a threat because humans have become insecure about themselves in relation to androids. The idea of collective identity is flawed in this society because the defining aspects of humanity, such as empathy, can be seen among androids. At the same time, some humans seem to lack it (Schuster, 2018).
Besides, the common identity between different forms of life, such as humans and androids, lack definite boundaries hence calling for a new perspective on the human condition. Once a human being is pegged as special, they become classed as biologically unacceptable, a menace to the natural heredity of the human race hence ceased in effect to be a part of mankind. It is the case for John Isidore, a person who is mentally deficient due to exposure to radioactive dust. Mentally deficient people and androids are classed as less than human by society even when they display more humanity and empathy than those considered superior to them. Inhabitants of the earth live with the fear of being classified as second-class citizens; hence the human condition is not well defined. The parameters for identifying humans from androids and thus living from non-living beings seemed to be used in a biased fashion. The empathy box shows how humans in this society crave for other living creatures and the sensations as well as feelings associated with being alive (Tamminen, 2018). Everyone wants to feel alive and hence the need to identify with an identity that is viewed as a living, in this case, human beings.
In addition, science and technology have had a massive impact on the human condition in this novel, and this is because almost all the troubles facing human beings stem from advances in technology. Humanity’s evolution is endangered because animals and humans are on the verge of extinction due to radioactive substances that kill organic life. From the story, we see instances of artificial animals such as the electric frog that Rick finds and the electric sheep that he owns. Biological life is rare to the extent that having a pet is considered a luxury (Westre, 2018). Technology will, without a doubt, continue to advance, and this is regardless of what the majority of human beings feel about it. The only solution is to embrace it on a wholesale level because of the notion that humanity can have technology such as androids to be passive helpmates in unrealistic and returning to a pastoral life that is based in agriculture in naïve. Generally, science and technology change the human condition, and way of life in significant and sophisticated ways and witnessed in the society depicted in the novel. 
Science and technology become a significant defining aspect of life in a more advanced society because now androids may appear more human than humans themselves. Advances in technology had brought confusion on what being human and alive constitutes. It is challenging to justify the killing and slavery of androids if there is little difference between them and humans because of being alive. Hence, being human is not only about physicality but encompasses many other things. No one seems to know and acknowledge what being human is, some like Rick change their attitudes but still are unsure of what to believe. Rick clearly has changes in his attitude towards artificial life and recognizes that electric things have their life too, paltry as those lives are (Dick, 2018). Mercer, at one point, tells Rick that he will be required to do wrong no matter where he goes because the basic condition of life as they know it is to be required to violate one’s own identity. It blurs the morality of the human condition because empathy is not considered an emotion that only creates good. There is a lack of clarity on the issue of the human condition throughout the novel, and many contradictions exist towards the conventional view of what it means to be human and the human condition.
Conclusion
In a more advanced society, with higher feats in science and technology, problems arise with how human beings are to interact with their environment. It is made more complex with varying forms of life, such as androids, which are human-like artificial forms of life, and the parameters used to identify humans from these other forms of life seem flawed. It, therefore, becomes increasingly important for humans to understand what it means to be alive as this directly influences both survival and harmony. As society advances, the prevailing conditions of human beings can either make people thrive or ruin them altogether. Human beings are prone to act in ways considered inhuman because it is part of human nature, but perhaps, we all need to advance consciously as well. People should be able to respect and embrace other forms of life as not only different but also relevant in the broader concept of existence. Human beings, in an attempt to identify with some common identity, use attributes that may be considered purely human such as empathy, to create this identity. The problem comes when people who are authentically human get discriminated using this same attribute.
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